BYRON
and dangerous to know". This was equivalent to
saying she had determined to know him very well.
They met again two days later during an afternoon
call at Holland House. This tune as he was presented,
Byron, thoroughly piqued by her behaviour at their
first interview, began straight away: "This offer was
made to you the other day. May I ask why you de-
clined it?" History does not record her reply; but
before they parted he had promised to come and see
her. The affair between them was launched on its
tumultuous course.
The events of this celebrated serio-comedy, as
Byron called it, have been told and re-told, analysed
and argued about, in a hundred different books. Yet
much about it remains obscure. For the chief evidence
on the subject is that of Caroline and Byron themselves:
and they were both such confirmed liars, both so bent
at all costs on making out a good case for themselves,
that it is impossible to trust a word that either says.
Further, their behaviour was so abnormally capricious
as to make it hard, even when the facts are unques-
tioned, to divine their import. In Caroline, contra-
dictory moods and different dramatic poses succeeded
one another with the eye-deceiving rapidity of
a quick-change act. While Byron was blown from
his course at every turn, now by weakness, now by
vanit.